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Message on the Observance of Saint Patrick’s Day, 1999
March 12, 1999

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating Saint
Patrick’s Day. Each year on this special day
dedicated to Ireland’s patron saint, I am proud
to join millions of Americans in remembering
our Irish heritage. We remember with pride our
ancestors who stood on Ireland’s western shores,
yearning for the promise of America. Fleeing
famine and injustice, they longed for a new
world of opportunities. Millions of these coura-
geous men and women set sail from Ireland
to seek the promise of America. They gave to
their new homeland their strength and spirit,
sinew and determination, eloquence and wit. In
return, America offered them the opportunity
for a better life, the chance to rise above poverty
and discrimination, and a future where they
could live out their dreams.

The Irish who came to America endured
many hardships, but they prospered and helped
to build our country with innumerable physical
and intellectual contributions. Irish Americans
seized the opportunity of freedom that America
promised. They gave us Presidents and patriots,

judges and journalists, social reformers, peace-
keepers, artists, labor leaders, and educators.
From their grand literary tradition to their deep
religious faith, Irish Americans and their de-
scendants have enriched every facet of American
history. But this celebration is a time to look
to the future as well as to the past. Today as
we pay tribute to Saint Patrick and his example
of faith and determination, we rejoice that the
faith and determination of the Irish people have
brought about the promise of peace in Northern
Ireland and the resolve to approach differences
not with weapons, but with words. Americans
are a vital part of the process in Northern Ire-
land by virtue of our shared heritage and shared
goal of lasting peace and a better future for
all God’s children. By lending our hearts, minds,
and prayers to the work of peace, we can best
fulfill our obligation to the generations of Irish
men and women who have given so much to
our Nation’s life and history.

Best wishes to all for a wonderful celebration.

BILL CLINTON

Remarks at a Dinner for Representative Max Sandlin in Texarkana
March 12, 1999

Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen.
I’d like to begin just by thanking you all for
giving me such a wonderful, warm welcome to-
night, coming up, saying hello, shaking my hand,
seeing if I still knew how to write my name—
[laughter]—taking the pictures. It’s wonderful
to be back here. I have had a lot of incredible
times in this community over the last 24 years
or so. And I’ve seen a lot of old friends here
tonight, and I’m delighted to see you.

I came here for a lot of reasons, but I want
to begin by just thanking Truman and Anita
and the Joyces, the Youngs, the Pattersons, ev-
erybody else who had anything to do with this.
When I was Governor, and when I started run-
ning for President, no one but my mother
thought I could win. [Laughter] Maybe on a
good day, Hillary did. [Laughter] I don’t know
if anybody else did. Truman Arnold was there

for me. The people of Miller and Bowie Coun-
ties were there for me. And I have never forgot-
ten it, and I never will.

I was sitting here looking at Truman, you
know. I just want to tell you it’s little things
that mean a lot to me. I go all over the country,
and I do these events. And I’m paying more
attention to them, I think, than I ever have,
maybe because they’re not for me anymore be-
cause I can’t run for anything. He thanked more
people who worked for me who never get ac-
knowledged by anybody, anywhere, tonight than
anyone in the United States of America ever
has at one of these events. And I appreciate
that. That means a lot.

I also want to thank Molly Beth Malcolm,
even though the Congressman ragged her a little
bit for agreeing to be head of the Texas Demo-
cratic Party. No matter what you think, it is
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alive and well, and we have a majority of the
House delegation, and I hope we increase the
numbers next time. And I thank you very much.

I’d like to thank the people who served the
food, the people who cooked the food. This
is the most I’ve gotten to eat at one of these
things in a long time. [Laughter] And the people
that let me eat, I appreciate that, too, although
I really didn’t need to. I enjoyed it. I’d like
to thank the band. They were great.

You know, I wanted to be here tonight for
a number of reasons. You know, I came home
to Hope today, and we dedicated—we had a
formal dedication of my—they call it my birth-
place. I was actually born in a hospital, as near
as I remember. [Laughter] But I lived there
from the time I was born until I was 4 years
old. And they restored this wonderful old house
that was built in 1917, and the last time I saw
it before they started in 1990, it needed con-
demning. But the people have done a wonderful
job. And my kinfolks from all over here have
given them memorabilia and things, and other
people have contributed. A lady came from the
Midwest today and stood out in that cold, driv-
ing rain, drove all the way from Iowa, I think,
to give them a Lionel train, because she read
that when I was 4 years old, I had a little
Lionel train there. And she had one that was
made in 1950, and she gave it to them. It was
a wonderful thing for me. And I came here
because I wanted to help Max Sandlin. And
I’d like to tell you something about the connec-
tion between the two things.

As I said, I feel incredibly grateful to have
had the chance to be President. I’m grateful
for the people here who have supported me.
I’m grateful for the people from Arkansas who
went to Washington with me. Truman recog-
nized Bob and Janis and Nancy Hernreich, and
my good friend Mack McLarty’s here, and we
may have some more Arkansans here with me
tonight.

But I want you to know that I hope that
the good Lord gives me good health for a few
more years, and I can spend my time being
a citizen, trying to help other people I believe
in stand up and fight for causes that I believe
in. And after over 20 years in public life, I
am acutely mindful of the fact that while every
politician would like to have you believe that
he was born in a log cabin that he made him-
self—[laughter]—the truth is that all—any of
us, even a President, can hope to do, is to

be a part of setting a direction of taking the
chains off people, creating the conditions in
which people can make and live their own
dreams.

But I’m here for Max, in part, because I
think it’s not only something I want to do, it’s
something I think would be good for the chil-
dren of this district and this State and this coun-
try. I said today at the dedication of my birth-
place that when I was born in Hope, yea long
years ago, right at the end of World War II,
it wasn’t a perfect place. It was still segregated,
and we had our fair share of flaws in that little
town. And as Mack McLarty reminded me today
on the airplane, we even had a gossip or two,
God forbid. [Laughter]

But the children in the blush of optimism
and national unity after World War II were basi-
cally raised to believe at least two things in
little towns all across America like the one that
I came of age in: One was to believe they should
be personally optimistic, that they should have
their dreams and live them and believe that
they could. And the second was to be acutely
sensitive to and respectful to other people, to
never forget that they were part of a community,
that the good news was they belonged to some-
thing bigger than themselves, but they also had
a responsibility to care for people besides them-
selves.

And one of the biggest reasons that I ran
for President in 1991 and ’92 was to give the
young people of this generation that feeling
back. All these young people working for us
tonight, you don’t have any idea what they do
when they’re not serving you food. But unlike
me, they’ve got most of their lives ahead of
them. I want them to believe that they can
live their dreams. I want them to, in fact, have
a chance to do it.

I want them to also believe that in this coun-
try that is incredibly diverse—I told somebody
today the little grade school named after me
in Hope, Arkansas, now has 27 kids who are
first-generation immigrants, whose first language
is not English. The school district across the
river, the Potomac River, from Washington, DC,
now has children in one school district from
180 different national, racial, and ethnic groups.
We had better remember that we are one com-
munity and that if any of us hope to do well,
we ought to want our neighbors to do well,
too. And we ought to be willing to go to some
trouble to see that they have that chance.
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And so that’s what I said today at my little
dedication in my home. I said I learned that
lesson as a little boy in Hope. And if I hadn’t
learned it, we wouldn’t be here 50 years later.

I came here tonight because I like Max
Sandlin and because I admire him and because
he has already had an unusual impact for a
person that hasn’t been in the House any longer
than he’s been there and shown an unusual
amount of personal courage and responsibility.
And I will just give you three examples—[ap-
plause]—the other people also like him; other-
wise my Congressman, former member of my
administration, Marion Berry, the Congressman
from eastern Arkansas, would not be down here
tonight in the cold and the rain. You don’t do
that just out of some sense of obligation. And
there are three reasons.

Number one, I want you to know he does
his work for the district. On far more than one
occasion, he has personally lobbied me about
a specific issue relating to this district. That’s
part of his job. But you would be amazed at
how many people—so has Marion Berry—
[laughter]—but he took me to race 20 years
ago, so he feels he has a right to. But you
would be amazed how many people get around
the President, and then they say, ‘‘Oh, I’d better
not bother him with that. He’s probably thinking
about Kosovo.’’ Well, I probably am. But the
only reason I have a right to think about Kosovo
is that people from Miller County and Bowie
County gave me the vote to put me there to
do it. And he never forgets that.

Second thing is, he really, deeply believes in
the things we’re trying to do. You could look
at him when he was up here talking; he wasn’t
faking it. He believes we were right to fight
those who oppose us, to put another 100,000
teachers in the classroom so every child in this
country has a chance in the early grades to
be in a small class with a teacher that can give
that child individual attention so that all our
kids learn to read and to speak and to be able
to learn for the rest of their experience. He
really believes that we ought to have a Patients’
Bill of Rights to protect the patients and the
right of medical professionals to practice medi-
cine, even as we try to manage the health care
system.

We shouldn’t manage people’s right to a spe-
cialist away. We shouldn’t manage people’s right
to the nearest emergency room away. We
shouldn’t manage people’s right to continue

treatment even if their employer changes their
health care provider in the middle of a preg-
nancy or chemotherapy treatment or something
else. He believes that. It’s just not something
he’s saying because it happens to sound good
this year. And he really believes, and this is
important, because the Democratic Party used
to have an image as the party that had promoted
the deficits. It was never true.

Even in the 12 years—and remember, I’m
not running for anything, so I’m entitled—and
we’ve had a pretty good economy, so all I’m
asking you for is the benefit of the doubt. But
I’d like to put this down. Even in the 12 years
before I became President, when the Democrats
had a majority in Congress and we quadrupled
the debt, the Congress actually spent less money
than my predecessors asked them to spend. So
what I wanted to do was to prove that you
could be progressive—you could believe in com-
munity, you could believe in raising the min-
imum wage, you could believe in helping work-
ing families with child care, you could believe
in opening the doors of college with more schol-
arships and tax credits—and first make the econ-
omy work by bringing the deficit down, bal-
ancing the budget, getting interest rates down
so people would invest their money, run the
stock market up, start new businesses, put peo-
ple to work, and raise wages. I thought good
economic policy and good social policy would
go hand in hand. It turned out to be right.
Well, I’m only going to be there 2 more years.
Max Sandlin believes that. He wasn’t kidding
when he said we ought to pay down the debt.

If I had come to you in 1992 and said, ‘‘Now
listen, before I’m done, I’ll be coming back here
telling you we can pay off the national debt,’’
you’d have said, ‘‘That guy’s too unstable to be
President.’’ [Laughter] Wouldn’t you? Nobody
would have believed that. We just took it for
granted. You know, the deficit would always go
up; crime would go up; welfare would go up;
the country would grow unequal; working peo-
ple would never be able to get ahead again.
It turns out not to be true. If you do the right
things and work at it, consequences flow from
that.

So I’m telling you, I don’t want to give you
a whole policy speech tonight, but if you watch
every elected official in Washington, DC, for
the next year, there will be a zillion issues. You
may think I’m wrong about some of them, but
some of them will determine how the children
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in this room and their children live, way into
the 21st century.

One is, how are we going to handle the fact
that America is aging? The Second World War
baby boom generation, everybody born from
1946 to 1964, when we all get into the retire-
ment system, there won’t be but two people
working for every one person drawing Social
Security. Even before that, within 10 years, be-
cause life expectancy is going up and the older
you get the more you need to have medical
treatment, Medicare will run out of money
under the present system, unless we put some
more money in it and make some changes.

Now, that’s a high-class problem. The older
I get, the higher class problem that is. [Laugh-
ter] But if you think about it, that’s a high-
class problem. It’s because of advances in med-
ical science, advances in basic health care, things
like clean water and immunizations, and because
people are taking better care of themselves. But
it will bankrupt the country and the Social Secu-
rity system unless we make some changes.

So now we’ve got this chance. Why? Because
we’ve got a surplus and because you’ve got a
President who is not running for office and is
not afraid to tell you a few things you might
not like to hear about the changes we need
to make to make sure this is going to be there
75 years from now. And this is not an issue
for the elderly. Everybody over 60 in this audi-
ence, Social Security will be there if you live
to be 85. Don’t worry about it. It’s not a prob-
lem. It’s a problem for people my age and the
nagging worry we have that if we don’t fix Social
Security, then our children will have to take
care of us in a way that undermines their ability
to take care of our grandchildren. That’s what
this is about.

And it’s a big issue for America. And it’s
very easy for politicians to get out there and
tell you, ‘‘Oh, we’ll take care of this down the
road, and I’m going to give you this surplus
back right now in a tax cut.’’ Well, we ought
to have a tax cut this year, but we ought to
save three-quarters of that surplus until we fix
Social Security and Medicare. We ought to do
that. And we have given the Congress a way
to do it that will enable us for the next 15
years to buy down the national debt while we’re
making future commitments for Social Security
and Medicare.

Now, you know, this is an alien subject in
America. We had—as Max said, we hadn’t bal-

anced the budget in 30 years; now we’re talking
about buying down the debt. But I’ve been
thinking about this.

I just got back from Central America, one
of the places in the world we actually have a
trade surplus with. That’s why I want to help
them get over the hurricane and because they’re
our neighbors and our friends. A lot of people
say, ‘‘I wish we didn’t have so much illegal im-
migration.’’ Well, a lot of people down there
love their children and can’t make a living for
them. That’s why they come up here. If we
help them get over this hurricane and help them
make a living down there, they’ll be good trad-
ing partners, and you won’t have to worry so
much about illegal immigration.

But I got to thinking about it. I’m also trying
to do it because we’re trying to keep the world
economy going. But if you talk to any farmer
that grows crops or raises cattle or hogs, you
know this is a very tough time to be a farmer.
We may have 18 million new jobs; we may
have the best American economy in history; but
you couldn’t prove it by the grain farmers in
the high plains of America. You couldn’t prove
it by most farmers. Now, why is that? A big
reason is, half the world’s in a terrible recession
because of the Asian financial crisis and because
it gave the financial flu to a lot of countries
in Latin America, and they can’t buy our stuff
anymore. Now, I’ve got to worry about how
to keep this economy going.

So here’s the good news: You can save Social
Security and Medicare and because we’ll be pay-
ing down the debt, we’ll keep interest rates
down, and we will be better off if things go
bad in the world, and we’ll do even better if
they go well in the world. If you pay this debt
down, it means business loans will be cheaper;
therefore, there will be more taken, more busi-
nesses started, more jobs created. It means your
kids’ college loan will be cheaper. It means your
car payment, your house payment, and your
credit card payment will be cheaper. It means
America will grow more. It means when Max
Sandlin goes to Congress, every year from now
on, every year he’ll have to take less and less
and less money off the top to pay interest on
the debt.

When I became President, 141⁄2 cents of
every dollar you pay in taxes had to be taken
off the top to pay interest on the debt that
had been accumulated in the 12 previous years
before we could invest in education, invest in

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 11:57 Mar 19, 2001 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00367 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\99PUBPAP\99PUBPAP.TXT txed01 PsN: txed01



368

Mar. 12 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

highways, invest in the environment, invest in
health care, or give you a tax cut. In others
words, when you hire a Congressman, you’re
basically getting 86 percent of a brain—[laugh-
ter]—or a capacity, because he can’t think about
14 cents; 14 cents, he plunks down off the top
end. Now, it’s not always bad to go into debt.
It’s not always bad for a nation to do it. But
it is a terrible thing for a nation to do what
we did for 12 years and borrow money every
year just to keep up with current expenses.

You build a new building in Texarkana, you
borrow the money, build the building, advertise
it, pay the debt off. You’re making a long-term
investment, so you can make a long-term pay-
ment on it. But to keep borrowing money to
go to dinner every night, which is what America
did for 12 years, is a terrible mistake.

And I am telling you, we can be out of debt
in 17 years. In 15 years, if you will do this,
we will be down to where only 2 cents of every
dollar you pay in taxes goes to debt service,
and the rest can then be spent for Social Secu-
rity or Medicare or education or for a tax cut
if that’s what the people in Congress want then.
But let’s secure the American economy for the
long run.

Let’s say—I’m doing my best to help Asia,
to help Latin America, to ward off wars that
can wreck the economy, to keep things going.
But we have limited control over events beyond
our borders. Maybe I’ll get this done. Believe
me, I am trying. But I want America to be
as strong as possible no matter what. If it rains,
I want us to have a good roof up. If the Sun
shines, I want us to be able to fly higher. This
is the right thing to do. Max Sandlin believes
that. You saw him up here tonight. He wasn’t
just giving a speech; that’s what he believes.

And the third reason I’m for him is that at
a time in the last year when a lot of people
just worried which way the political winds were
blowing, that guy was telling people to read
the Constitution of the United States of Amer-
ica.

And so I thank you for coming here. I thank
you for raising all this money. I thank you for
sending a signal that you understand that good
civic leadership is important and you’ll stay with
it. I thank you for everything you’ve done for
me in two races for President and times in-
between and many of you for many, many years
before.

But I ask you to think mostly about tomorrow
and all the tomorrows of the 21st century. I
ask you to remember that in a time this dy-
namic, we cannot afford to sit back and rest
on our laurels. Yes, we’ve got a great economy.
Yes, we’ve got the lowest crime rate in 30 years.
Yes, the welfare rolls have been cut in half.
Yes, we seem to be making advances toward
peace and security in the world. But things are
changing in a hurry out there. We don’t control
everything. Therefore, it is very important, with
all this prosperity and all this confidence we
have, that we act on what we can control, which
is what we do and what we care about and
what kind of dreams we’ve got for our kids.

And you know, we’re having a good time to-
night, and I didn’t really mean to get this seri-
ous, but I don’t know if I’ll get to talk to you
again personally before I leave office. And I’m
telling you, we’ve got a chance to make the
next 100 years better for America than the last
100. But it will be a very different world, and
it will move in a hurry. And we will have to
work hard always to ask ourselves: Is what I
am going to do going to make it easier for
every kid to dream big dreams and have a
chance to live them; and is what I’m going to
do going to make it easier for us to come to-
gether as a community—in our community, in
our State, in our Nation, and with our friends
around the world?

And I’m telling you, you can boil all this stuff
down to that: Are we going to make it easier
for people to live their dreams? Are we going
to make it easier and more likely that people
will get along together and understand that for
all of our differences, God made us more in
common than different? And if the answer to
those questions is yes, then that’s probably the
right thing to do. I trust Max Sandlin to find
that answer.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:05 p.m. in the
Truman Arnold Center at Texarkana Community
College. In his remarks, he referred to event
cohosts Truman and Anita Arnold, Gene and
Mary Kay Joyce, Damon and Doris Ann (D.A.)
Young, and Cary and Lois Patterson; Molly Beth
Malcolm, chair, Texas Democratic Party; Mary
Dotson of Oklahoma City, OK, donor of a 1949
Lionel model train set to the Clinton Birthplace
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Foundation; Assistant to the President and Direc-
tor of Personnel Bob Nash; and Special Assistant

to the President and Records Manager Janis F.
Kearney.

The President’s Radio Address
March 13, 1999

Good morning. I’m joined here at the White
House today by Members of Congress, Deputy
Attorney General Holder, Acting Assistant Attor-
ney General for Civil Rights Bill Lann Lee, rep-
resentatives from law enforcement and civil
rights groups, all here to talk about what we
must do to strengthen the bond of trust between
police officers and the communities they serve,
and make our streets safer than ever.

Six years ago I took office committed to low-
ering the crime rate and to raise the levels of
trust and cooperation between police and the
communities they serve. Working with law en-
forcement and community leaders, we put in
place a comprehensive crime-fighting strategy
with more police and better prevention, more
positive activities for young people, and fewer
guns in the hands of criminals. The strategy
is working even beyond our expectation. Nation-
wide, crime is down to its lowest level in dec-
ades. In communities all across America, fami-
lies feel safe again.

Community policing has been at the heart
of our success, by giving police the chance to
get to know the people on their beats and giving
those people a chance to be part of law enforce-
ment decisions that affect their lives. Commu-
nity policing helps to prevent crime, to catch
more criminals more quickly when crime does
occur, and in the process, to build bonds of
understanding and trust between police and citi-
zens.

Our Nation’s police officers every day put
their lives on the line for the rest of us. I
have done my best to support and to honor
them. But I have been deeply disturbed by re-
cent allegations of serious police misconduct and
continued reports of racial profiling that have
shaken some communities’ faith in the police
who are there to protect them.

While each specific allegation will have to be
dealt with on its own merits, it is clear that
we need a renewed determination as a nation
to restore those bonds of trust that have been

absolutely critical to our success at lowering the
crime rate. So today I am proposing five steps
both to reduce crime and to increase the
public’s trust in law enforcement.

First, better training and better education
lead to better policing. I’m asking the Justice
Department to expand police integrity and eth-
ics training to all 30 biregional community polic-
ing institutes and proposing a $40 million in-
crease in funding to improve police training na-
tionwide and to help police officers raise their
level of education and their level of under-
standing.

Second, communities and police must work
as partners in the fight against crime. I am pro-
posing to launch a new nationwide program to
help more communities to establish citizen po-
lice academies that inform residents about police
procedures and teach them new ways to make
their own neighborhoods safer.

Third, police departments ought to reflect the
diversity of the communities they serve. To help
meet this challenge, I am proposing to increase
funds for minority recruiting to build up the
bond of trust where it is most needed.

Fourth, when police officers do break the law,
they should be brought to justice. Our budget
includes new funding to enforce our civil rights
laws so that a few bad police officers do not
undermine the progress and the support that
hundreds of thousands of police officers have
worked so hard to earn.

Finally, we must continue the revolution in
community policing we began 6 years ago. Again
I call on Congress to build on our progress
by passing the $1.3 billion 21st century policing
initiative I have proposed, to put up to 50,000
more police on the street and give them the
high-tech tools they need to do their job.

We know these efforts will work. Just to take
one example: In Boston, a city that historically
had had deep tensions between police and com-
munities, law enforcement and community lead-
ers came together to do something about it,
establishing clear guidelines to involve residents
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